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House of Representatives 
The House met at 10 a.m. 
The Chaplain, the Reverend Daniel P. 

Coughlin, offered the following prayer: 
Loving God, ever attentive to human 

need and openness, for some believers, 
You are distant and to be feared, only 
to be encountered in some mysterious 
happening or at the end of life. To 
other believers, Lord, You are ever 
present, sustaining all life, to be dis-
covered just beneath the surface of 
each ordinary day. Perhaps it is Your 
love itself that arranges for us to expe-
rience at that precise moment what is 
the best and holiest thing that could 
ever happen to us. 

Since the art of timing seems so im-
portant to us in the teaching of our 
young people, in the exercise of the 
free market, as well as in love and poli-
tics, perhaps it is best for us, too, to 
leave the timing of Your self-revela-
tion also in Your hands. 

Your wisdom in knowing us may best 
serve those who pray. For then, we will 
commend not only our concerns, our 
loved ones, our very selves, but our 
times to You, with the words: ‘‘In God 
we trust.’’ 

Even in Your timing, O God, we 
trust, now and forever. Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House 
her approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentle-
woman from North Carolina (Ms. FOXX) 
come forward and lead the House in the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

Ms. FOXX led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-

lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain five 1-minute requests from each 
side of the aisle. 

f 

BISHOP PAUL S. MORTON 

(Mr. JEFFERSON asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. JEFFERSON. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to pay tribute to a peerless 
religious leader in our country, Bishop 
Paul S. Morton, who has been on a mis-
sion for God as pastor of Greater St. 
Stephen Full Gospel Baptist Church for 
the past 33 years. 

He took the helm of Greater St. Ste-
phen when he was 24 years old, and at 
that time the church had nearly 1,000 
members. Over the next 30 years, 
through dynamic leadership as a pre-
miere pastor, teacher, and award-win-
ning gospel singer, the membership of 
the church grew to over 20,000 mem-
bers, the largest church in my State of 
Louisiana, and one of the largest in the 
Nation. He is now retiring as its pastor. 

In 1994, God gave Bishop Morton the 
vision to found the Full Gospel Fellow-
ship. The fellowship now has over 1,500 
churches nationally and internation-
ally, including churches in Western Eu-
rope, Western and Southern Africa, 
India, Japan and the Caribbean. 

Bishop Morton will continue to serve 
as International Presiding Bishop of 
the Full Gospel Fellowship. We thank 
God for his service to our community, 
to our Nation, to the international 
community, and to almighty God. We 
wish him God’s choicest blessings as he 
repositions himself for greater service. 

TAYLORSVILLE VFW AUXILIARY 
AND TAYLOR KING SUPPORT DE-
PLOYED TROOPS 

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. FOXX. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today in honor of a group of true Amer-
ican patriots. 

This past Christmas, a group of citi-
zens in Taylorsville, North Carolina 
worked hard to communicate to our 
men and women stationed overseas 
that they are in our prayers and on our 
mind. 

A civic-minded band of women in the 
Veterans of Foreign Wars Auxiliary 
from the rural community of Taylors-
ville worked together to rally their 
community to send care packages to 
local Armed Forces members stationed 
abroad during Christmas. The sacrifice 
of military service during Christmas is 
often overlooked during a time when 
many of our brave military men and 
women are stationed abroad, making 
this effort all the more meaningful to 
the soldiers they aided. 

Thanks to the selfless work of Mar-
garet Milsap, Mary Lasky and Jeanette 
Stevenson, which was spearheaded by 
Mary Matthews, more than 80 care 
packages were sent to 30 deployed sol-
diers during this past Christmas. Tay-
lor King Furniture, a Taylorsville busi-
ness, generously footed the entire bill 
for the mailing of the 80-plus packages. 

Together, the VFW Auxiliary and 
Taylor King provided a slice of home to 
30 soldiers serving in foreign countries 
during Christmas. I hope their example 
of citizenship and patriotism during 
uncertain times serves to inspire many 
more Americans to show their support 
for our troops who fight for freedom 
every day. 
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